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CHAPTER ONE: CHILDHOOD |

New ORLEANS IN THE 1980s...

TOUGH GOING FOR A LITTLE GIRL
INTERESTED IN NATURE AND ANIMALS.
HER NAME WAS CORRIE.
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THERE WASN'T MUICH “WILDLIFE” AROLND, AND
PETS WEREN'T ALLOWED IN HER BUILDING.
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BUT IN THE CRACKS ON THE
SIDEWALK, CORRIE AND HER LITTLE
BROTHER DAVID COULD ALWAYS FIND...

These ones ave called five ants
because when they bite you
i+ buvus like a veA-hot poker.

Aven’t yo abraid to F |, =
poke ‘em like thot? e

1€ you've quick
you won't get stumg.




In elementavy N ~
/ schoal | woulAd check

out vooks from the livvavy, ¥

to leavn about what the amts
weve Adoing. Auts always
seemed to hawve o plowm.

SOMETIMES SHE WOULD DO EXPERIMENTS,

LIKE DROPPING A CRUMB TO SEE HOW LONG
IT TOOK THEM TO FIND IT, HOW MANY ANTS
WERE NEEDED TO CARRY IT AWAY, OR WHICH
DIRECTION THEY TOOK IT IN.
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DON'T LET ANYONE TELL YOU THAT A SIX-YEAR-OLD
CAN'T BE A SCIENTIST. FROM THE START, CORRIE
WAS MAKING SCIENTIFIC OBSERVATIONS.

See, theve ave
lots move AifLerent

kinds tHhowm just ‘red ones”
omd “olack owes.”

e - Ants ave 7
insects so they have

six legs amd three main
Yody pavts,..

_ﬁ.'_lh'éiﬁ'n-

......

WA
':!iiqq%-l.

WHAT'S NEXT?Z WILL
CORRIE CONTINUE TO
STUDY ANTS? WILL

SHE DISCOVER A NEW
SPECIES? WILL SHE
GET BITTEN?

TURN TO CHAPTER TWO— ADOLESCENCE!—TO FIND OUT...

S
You %
wever see
Just one of thew, alone.
Why is Hhat?
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. No wondev
T she doesw't wear nice Hh
Aothes. What if she fell o y
" her skateboard ama
" vipped thew?
WHICH IS IRONIC, BECAUSE ALMOST ¢
ﬁ% EVERY ANT WE SEE IS FEMALE:
W 2 FROM WORKERS TO SOLDIERS. 2
+
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IN JUNIOR HIGH, CORRIE STARTED ¥
FEELING THAT SOME OF THE THINGS X
SHE LIKED WEREN'T CONSIDERED
COOL FOR GIRLS TO DO... N o e Faas
S| (MIDPLE SCHOOL 18 ALSO WHERE You
START TO THINK MORE ABOUT THE
BIRDS AND THE BEES... AMD THE ANTS.)




CORRIE'S INTEREST IN ANTS WENT...
UNDERGROUND.
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BUT LIKE ANT NESTS, JUST BECAUSE SOMETHING'S LINDERGROLIND
DOESN'T MEAN THERE'S NOTHING HAPPENING THERE. CORRIE’S
FASCINATION WITH NATURE NEVER REALLY WENT AWAY.

You see, when
Lishevmen catch tuna, they use
trawling wets tHhat also tvap every
kind of mavine animal

i their path.

SHE BECAME INTERESTED IN THE

ENVIRONMENTAL MOVEMENT.

- SHE BECAME A VEGETARIAN. AND LATER,
S ! SHE WON FIRST PLACE IN THE LOUISIANA
S STATE FAIR IN THE SCIENCE COMPETITION.

AND ALTHOUGH SHE
WASN'T A STRAIGHT-A
STUDENT SHE STILL
CHECKED OUT BOOKS
FROM THE SCHOOL
LIBRARY...

L SNAKE W THE WORLL, AND /8 ABLE 7O
NGEST FREY AS LARGE AS THIS KT,

..AND SHE READ
THE MAGAZINES
THAT WERE

AROUND THE

NATLIRE SPECIALS ON PBS.

—
% BUT WHERE WOULD HER INTERESTS LEAD HER?
~ ¢ STAY TUNED FOR CHAPTER THREE: COLLECGE...




CHARTER-THREE: COLLEGE...

AFTER HIGH SCHOOL CORRIE
LEFT LOUISIANA BEHIND AND
HEADED OFF TO COLLEGE. v

S SHE THOUGHT THAT SHE MIGHT
i -1 BE A TEACHER, BUT THEN SHE DID
ool SOMETHING THAT CHANGED HER

S LIFE FOREVER...

S e The second | was in theve, it was
: cleav. As soon as that class was Aowe |
Aeclaved my major in biology

Tepars Teric:

Snmm_ Lusecr

E YOLUTION

IN BIOLOGY SHE REDISCOVERED HER
LOVE OF THE NATURAL WORLD,
AND OF ANTS IN PARTICULAR.
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AFTER SHE GOT HER DEGREE

SHE CONTINUED ON TO A MASTER'S
DEGREE, WHERE SHE DID HER FIRST
FIELD WORK,

COLLECTING AND STUDYING THE

i

EVENTUALLY CORRIE WENT ON TO
GET HER PH.D. IN EVOLUTIONARY
BIOLOGY AT HARVARD UINIVERSITY...

-~ EVOLUTION OF...
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...WHERE SHE STUDIED WITH ONE OF
THE MOST FAMOUS BIOLOGISTS OF
ALL TIME: THE GREAT E. O.* WILSON! ¥

DURING THAT TIME SHE CONTINUED |
| HER STUDY OF ANT BEHAVIOR

AND ANT EVOLUTION WHILE DPOING
RESEARCH IN PERU AND ECUADOR.

(*THAT'S EDWARD OSBORNE WILSON
TO THOSE IN THE KNOW...)

)

IT WAS IN
GRADUATE SCHOOL
THAT SHE ALSO
MET HER FUTURE
HUISBAND JAY.
THEY GOT MARRIED
WHILE CORRIE WAS
WORKING ON HER
PH.D., JUST AS
SHE WAS ABOUT
TO BEGIN...

CHAPTER FOLR: HER
PROFESSIONAL CAREER.




| CHAPTER FOLR: HER PROFESSIONAL CAREER |

Y

. EARLY IN 2007 CORRIE TRAVELED TO CHICAGO =
7| ForaN INTERVIEW, AND SOON... Sx

We would like to obfer you the
position of Assistomt Cuvrator in the
lusects Division, Dv. Movea.

...BEGAN HER POSITION AS
A CLURATOR OF ANTS. HERE
AT THE FIELD MUSEUM.

Iw Lact, if you cut
a hole through the exhivition’s
ceiling omd the Ploovs up avove heve,
| . ATy you could alwmost lock into _
v I Wy < : wy office. i
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SO HOW DOES AN ANTS CLRATOR DIVIDE HER TIME?
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» | MTme PRSI & 1/4 Time
Wl @ = R N LAB
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WHAT IS A CLIRATOR RESPONSIBLE FOR?

Adding to the
collections

Shawving the science
they ave Aoing

Writing gramts to
fumd veseavch
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| ( Mentoring students S

Promoting omd caving
Por the collections

Most impovtomtly,.. S
_oviginal veseavch. / {




RIGHT NOW, CORRIE HAS THREE KINDS OF PROJECTS GOING. THE

FIRST IS TO HELP FILL IN THE ANT “FAMILY TREE.”
s o = i
X .
7 B
x b=
* - N
X s :
I+'s kind of like & vegular
» Lamily tree. But i's Lor species.
And Hheve ave wo wmothers,
i les:
TO DO THIS, SHE SEQLENCES b ‘Q"‘H'fi;i' SO
ANT DNA IN A LAB THAT You - J )
CAN SEE ON THE SECOND FLOOR ~
OF THE MUSEUM.
"You com olren find me working
in +he DNA lap, so stop by to see i#
I'm theve sequencing amt DNA.
7’%/ i I

IN ANOTHER PROJECT, SHE EXTRACTS BACTERIA
FROM THE STOMACHS OF ANTS AND SEQUENCES THE «
DNA OF THE BACTERIA* FOUND THERE. i

It's wot easy to get
nside om omt's gut. | com'’t
Avink amy cobfee vebove
| Ao Hhis.

*THIS 18 “600D” BACTERIA: IT S
HELPS THE ANTS GET PROTEIN

OUT OF THEIR ALL-PLANT DIET. o S L )
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THEN SHE CAN STUDY HOW THE
BACTERIA AND THE ANTS HAVE
EVOLVED TOGETHER OVER TIME.
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W/‘ What we founad was Hhat,

basically, no matter wheve they weve
in Hhe wovld, amts Hhat ate plants had
Hhis soawme kind of vacteria i Hheir
gut, to help thewm get the nutvients
out of theiv food.”




THE THIRD PROJECT SHE'S WORKING
ON IS REALLY COMPLEX.

I'wm studying the ' .;fg’g_%ﬂggé f' B s -
evolutionavy history of ants in % ~
vaimforests of the Austvaliom Wet
Tvopics +o learn move about,.. % X

climate chamge

See, all of Australia useA
to be coveved by vainforests, millions
of years ago. But as the envivoument
chomged m vavious places, the awmts
had to chamge, too.

Now, if you covrelate
Hie Aiversity of amt species n
o pavticular region with the
climatalogical Aata Lor that place

eWw
(s Aetevmined by, for exawmple, the o e\)”““s
Atversity of Lossil plomt specimens
amd the Aensity of stomata for CO2 5eld X
absovption on amgiosperm leaves Pioset® S



WHAT'S NEXT FOR DR. CORRIE MOREALIZ

SEQUENCING THE DNA OF A CEPHALOTES
VARIANS SPECIMEN'S LUNCH?

RE-WRITING THE EVOLUTIONARY HISTORY OF
POLYRHACHIS GENLIS?

I+ Aoesw't matter
what'’s next Lor me.
What matters is what's
wext for you.

COLLECTING SPECIMENS O ' e . o ' N 7 So get outside amad
- . lock at some amts.

Dvaw some pictuves.

Go online, ov g0 to
the livravy. Or even
Just watch a
wature speciall

Look closely: natuve’s
Lull of litHe suvprises.

Go Aiscovey some
of your owm.




